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Note: This guide is updated 
regularly. Instead of saving 
the PDF, please link here 
for the most current version. 

MLA Citation Style QuickGuide 
 

Last update: October 30, 2019 
 

This guide is based on the 8th edition (2016) of the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. For further 

explanation and for more examples, please consult the Handbook, which is available in print, and the MLA Style Center, 

which is online.  

MLA style includes in-text citations throughout your work and a works cited list at the end of your work, which provides 

full details about your cited sources. 

Works Cited list 

Works Cited entries should be organized alphabetically and formatted with a hanging indent, like the example on the 

second-last page of this guide. See the MLA Style Center for formatting details.  

Works Cited entries may contain the following elements: 

1 Author/creator. E.g., writer, editor, artist, director. 

2 Title of source. 
Titles of sources that are part of a larger work are in “quotation marks.” Titles of 

independent works are in italics. 

3 Title of container, 
E.g., a journal is the container for an article.  

A single source may have multiple containers. E.g., a journal article in a database has 

two containers: the journal and the database. 

4 Other contributors, E.g., editors, translators. 

5 Version, E.g., a specific edition of a book. 

6 Number, E.g., a volume of a book, or a volume and issue of a journal article. 

7 Publisher, The organization responsible for producing the work or making it public. 

8 Publication date. See the examples in this guide for date variations and formats. 

9 Location, 
E.g., page numbers, DOI (digital object identifier), URL.  

When a DOI is provided, it should be used instead of a URL. 

10 Optional elements. 
E.g., the original date of publication for a republished work, the source type for 

“unexpected” formats such as lectures, the date of access for a webpage. 

Note: The examples in this guide are colour-coded to match each of the elements above. 

Tip: Use the MLA Practice Template to help assemble your Works Cited entries. 

 

mailto:augustana.reference@ualberta.ca
http://www.library.ualberta.ca/augustana/citations/#MLA
http://www.library.ualberta.ca/permalink/opac/7323447/WUAARCHIVE
https://style.mla.org/
https://style.mla.org/formatting-papers/
https://morrison.mla.org/app/uploads/sites/3/2019/07/MLA-Style-Center-Practice-Template.pdf
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Source Works Cited entry In-text citation  

Book  
(See sec. 1.6.2, MLA 
Handbook) 

Alfar, Cristina L

mailto:augustana.reference@ualberta.ca
https://style.mla.org/2016/06/23/citing-an-e-book/
https://style.mla.org/2016/06/23/citing-an-e-book/


mailto:augustana.reference@ualberta.ca
https://style.mla.org/2016/06/23/when-citing-a-print-dictionary-in-mla-style-do-i-include-a-page-number/
https://style.mla.org/2016/06/23/when-citing-a-print-dictionary-in-mla-style-do-i-include-a-page-number/
https://style.mla.org/2016/06/23/when-citing-a-print-dictionary-in-mla-style-do-i-include-a-page-number/
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Source Works Cited entry In-text citation  

Canadian Statute 

(See pp. 48, 53, and 
sec. 2.1.3, MLA 
Handbook) 

Criminal Code. RSC 1985, c. C-46

mailto:augustana.reference@ualberta.ca
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Sample List of Works Cited 

 

Works Cited 

Alfar, Cristina L. Fantasies of Female Evil: The Dynamics of Gender and Power in Shakespearean Tragedy. U of 

Delaware P, 2003.
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Anatomy of a Citation 
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